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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Craft in America Launches Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026,
a Year-Long, Multi-Platform Exploration of Handmade American Artforms
in Honor of America’s 250th

Ambitious nationwide project comprises 250+ content partners,
four-part PBS Series, web resources, and education program
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Electronic Press Kit

PHILADELPHIA, PA and LOS ANGELES, CA (November 13, 2025) —

From the team behind Craft in America and its Peabody Award—winning
documentary series comes Handwork: Celebrating American Craft 2026, the
organization’s most ambitious project to date. Developed in honor of America’s
250th birthday, Handwork 2026 invites Americans of all ages to celebrate the
country’s shared heritage through the beauty, skill, and stories of handmade objects
created by and for Americans over the last two and a half centuries.

Craft in America was founded by Executive Director Carol Sauvion, who has spent
the past 40 years building a national network of artists, museums, and educators
devoted to celebrating the handmade. Sauvion recently announced that she will
retire at the end of 2025 and Handwork 2026 serves as a fitting capstone to her
career advancing the field of American craft. She will be succeeded by Robyn
Hollingshead and Ann Ruhr Pifer, who will become Co-Executive Directors on
January 1, 2026.

Handwork 2026 unfolds over the course of the next year in venues across the
country and on multiple platforms, each designed to bring American craft to life for
millions of people across the United States. From a four-part PBS series, a
landmark publication, and events taking place across the country by over 250
regional partners, and culminating with the initiative’s core exhibition at the Renwick
Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum (details to be announced at a later
date), Handwork 2026 offers all Americans a unique insight into the lives of craft
artists, the objects they make, and the impact of American craft on our nation’s
history.

Carol Sauvion, Executive Director of Craft in America, said, “Craft connects us. It
reminds us of who we are and what we share. Making by hand links us through
creativity across generations. From the earliest artisans to today’s makers, the
handmade continues to shape our American story—a legacy we honor during the
nation’s Semiquincentennial.”

Handwork 2026 will bring compelling stories and underrepresented art and artists
into the spotlight through the following activities:

Nationwide Exhibitions & Events

A core tenet of Handwork is its extraordinary scale of collaboration. More than 250
organizations nationwide have joined this initiative, each contributing exhibitions and
events that showcase the depth and diversity of American craft. Together, these
partners are amplifying the impact of craft and bringing its stories, traditions, and
innovations to audiences across the country. Participants include the Museum of
Arts & Design, New York; Craft Contemporary, Los Angeles; Philadelphia Museum
of Art; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Corning Museum of Glass; Crystal Bridges
Museum of Art, Bentonville; Asheville Art Museum; Cranbrook Academy of Art,
Bloomfield Hills; Figge Art Museum, Davenport; and many more. For a current list of
all participating institutions, please visit https://www.handwork2026.org/participants/

PBS Documentary Series
Four special episodes of Craft in America, the Peabody Award-winning series will air
beginning this December as part of Handwork 2026. The episodes, entitled EAST,
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WEST, NORTH, and SOUTH, will present a rich exploration of the handmade in
traditional, studio, ethnic, and contemporary processes.

The first two episodes, EAST and WEST, will broadcast nationwide on Friday,
December 19, 2025, at 9/8c on PBS (check local listings). Streaming on PBS will
begin on November 24. NORTH and SOUTH will air on December 18, 2026.

Education

With a special focus on grades K-12, education guides will take a wide look at the
history, cultural traditions, and impact of craft in the United States, from Indigenous
origins until today, and will include hands-on craft activities. Available beginning
January 2026 on handwork2026.org, CraftinAmerica.org and through PBS
LearningMedia.

A university-level artist residency program is currently in development thanks to a
generous grant from the Windgate Foundation. Artist residencies at ten universities
will pair master craftspeople, both local and national, with top educational
institutions to teach specialized techniques, promote cultural dialogue, and explore
American craft traditions. Artists working in traditional craft techniques will
participate in weeklong residencies that introduce university students to practices
not commonly emphasized in higher arts education. In exchange, students will
share their expertise in contemporary materials, techniques, and technology,
fostering a mutual exchange. Universities include Clark Atlanta
University/Morehouse College/Spelman College; Evergreen State College,
Longhouse Native Arts Campus; Institute of American Indian Arts; Massachusetts
Institute of Technology; Mississippi State University; and The New School, Parsons
MFA Textiles Program; Temple University, Tyler School of Art; University of
Arkansas, School of Art and Design; University of lowa; and University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

Publication

Presenting the extraordinary range of the handmade in the United States,
Handwork: Handcrafted Things That Made America will be rich in images of
exquisite handmade objects, featured alongside artist statements and essays by
leading experts. Published by Phaidon, the book will illuminate the contributions of
craftspeople throughout history by exploring the craft continuum over the span of
American culture. The publication is scheduled for release in April 2026. ($54.95
US/$69.95 CAN)

Digital Content
From the team behind the Craft in America television series, the following digital
initiatives are in development:

Craft250 is a robust social media campaign that will amplify Handwork 2026 in
partnership with local, state and national organizations. Handwork 2026 will
collaborate with craft makers, artists, museums and organizations to feature
250 posts—one for each working day of 2026—to shine a spotlight on a
particular object, process, technique or tradition, sparking a conversation and
creating a forum for new ideas.

Handmade America will showcase short-form videos featuring new artists and
archival footage from the Craft in America PBS series to stream on YouTube,
and the Handwork 2026 and Craft in America websites.

Hand in Hand, an original digital series, will explore the stories of iconic
objects of American craft and how they have evolved throughout time. Through
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conversations with family members, mentors, and curators as well as footage
of the craft process, a contemporary artist will bring an object to life for the
audience. Both educational and entertaining, this digital series will use objects
to investigate the history and present of American craft.

Craft Across America will present a curated collection of craft-focused films
from participating organizations. Content will be free and available on the
Handwork 2026 website.
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Media Contact: Stephanie M. Sykes, stephanie@sykesmediastrategies.com

Images: (top left) Sharon Kerry Harlan, NAACP, contemporary art quilt, photo by Jay Yocis, courtesy
Fitton Center for Creative Arts, Hamilton, OH; (top center) Hot Glass Team member Tom Ryder pours
molten glass into a mold during a live glassmaking demonstration, courtesy Corning Museum of Glass,
Corning, NY; (top right) Aisha Harrison, Ancestor I, clay, graphite, embroidery floss, glue, 2018,
41x27x10, photo credit: Northern Clay Center, Minneapolis, MN (bottom left) Sonja Peterson, Ghost
Ship, Part I, 2016, paper, 50 x 74 inches; total installation 66 x 100 inches, collection of the Atrtist,
courtesy Racine Art Museum, Racine, WI (bottom right) Photo by Max Franz, courtesy American Craft
Council, Minneapolis, MN

About Handwork 2026

Handwork 2026 is a year-long collaboration among organizations, educators, and makers celebrating the
diversity of the crafts that define America, bringing compelling stories and underrepresented art and
artists into the spotlight through exhibitions, events, the Craft in America series on PBS, digital content,
education, and a publication.

About Craft in America

Craft in America is a Los Angeles-based nonprofit arts organization founded in 2004 with the mission to
promote and advance original handcrafted work through programs in all media. The Peabody Award-
winning, Emmy-nominated Craft in America documentary series first aired nationally on PBS in 2007 and
has produced 35 hour-long episodes to date. These programs are filled with artists, techniques, and
stories from diverse cultures, blending history with living practice.

Interviews with Handwork 2026, Craft in America and initiative partners are available along with visual
materials including images of artists, objects, exhibitions and more as they become available through the
next year via stephanie@sykesmediastrategies.com.

National, regional and local media may receive invites for exclusive screenings, exhibition previews,
review book copies, and more throughout the year.

Craft in America
8415 W. Third St.

Los Angeles, CA 90048
Hours: Tues—Sat, 12:00pm—6:00pm
tel: (323) 951-0610
www.craftinamerica.org
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