
 

 
 
 
NEWS RELEASE    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  June 2008 
CONTACT:  Carol Fusaro  
Phone: 800-427-6578  Email: carol@sullivancreative.com 
 

 
Daily Schedule for  the 75th League of NH Craftsmen’s Fair , August 2-10, 2008 

-- Demonstrations, Workshops, Lectures, and Exhibitions --  
 -- Special Birthday Bash on August 7 -- 

 

CONCORD, NH – The 75th Annual League of NH Craftsmen’s 

Fair, held August 2-10 at the Mount Sunapee Resort in Newbury, 

NH, is the place to learn how excellence is handcrafted. The Fair 

is a showcase for the skills and creativity of its juried members 

and the techniques they use to make fine handcraft. This year, the 

League is celebrating its 75th birthday with a special Birthday 

Bash on August 7; featuring a concert by Tom Rush; regular 

screenings of a fascinating documentary about the League’s 

history and its role in the US craft movement, A League of Our  Own: New Hampshire and the 

American Craft Movement; personalized craft workshops with a master craftsperson; a seminar on 

collecting fine craft; and daily demonstrations, workshops, and musical performances. Here is a schedule:  

 
All 9 Days:  Demonstrations and Workshops (held all day, unless otherwise noted) 

 
Sticks and Stones Outdoor  Sculpture Building Workshop – Mark Ragonese (Bellows Falls, VT),  
 11 am and 2 pm  
Soap Carving Workshop – Tom Worcester (Hopkinton, NH), 1 pm and 2 pm  
Pottery at the Fair  Workshop – NH Potters Guild, every half hour  
Chainsaw Carving Demonstration – Tom Worcester (Hopkinton, NH 
Blacksmithing Demonstration – Garry Kalajian (Concord, NH) 
Silk Painting Demonstration – Betty Lathrop (Dublin, NH) 
Weaving Demonstration – Hillary Hutton (Vienna, ME) and Erica Pfister (Charlestown, NH) 
Woodturning Demonstration – Scott Ruesswick (Canterbury, NH) and Bob Coleman (Hollis, NH) 
Woodworking Demonstration – John Ryan (Walpole, NH) 
Calligraphy and Paper  Making Demonstration – Adele Sanborn (Webster, NH) 
Raku-fired Pottery Demonstration – Richard Foye (S. Newfane, VT) 
K iln-formed Glass Demonstration – Judith Copeland (Manchester, NH) 
Basket Weaving Demonstration – Ruth Boland (Nashua, NH) 
Tapestry Weaving Demonstration – Sarah Warren (Jefferson, NH) 
Glass Blowing Workshops/Demonstration – Harry Besett (Hardwick, VT),  
  workshops at 10:30 and 4 pm, demonstrations all day 
Woodworking Demonstration – Guild of New Hampshire Woodworkers, Granite State  
  Woodcarvers, Granite State Woodturners, all day 

(more) 
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NH Ar t Association -   Printmaking, oil painting, watercolors, acrylic 
NH Craft Guilds – Bead Society of New Hampshire, New Hampshire Polymer Clay Guild, New  

New Hampshire Spinners & Dyers Guild, Soonipi Quilters Guild, Northeast Basketmakers,  
White Mountain Woolen Magic, Dorr Mill Fiber Guild, Monadnock Knitters Guild, New 
Hampshire Weavers Guild, New Hampshire chapter of the Embroiderer’s Guild of America, 
Bedford (NH) Friendship Quilt Guild, all day 

 
All 9 Days: FREE Tour With A Master – 10:30 am and 3:30 pm 

A League member will share their knowledge and appreciation of the techniques and design 
principals used to make fine craft. The “master”  will take fairgoers through many of the craft 
booths to discuss the items on display.  

 
All 9 Days: Screening of A League of Our  Own: New Hampshire and the American Craft Movement  
 
All 9 Days: Exhibitions:  

Living With Craft: Room vignettes furnished entirely with handmade craft 
Sculpture Garden: Outdoor sculpture and garden accessories 
CraftWear: Art-to-wear clothing, jewelry, and accessories for men, women, and children 
New Hampshire Art Association (NHAA): Fine art by NHAA members 
Sign Posts: Prints by League and NHAA printmakers 

 
All 9 Days: The Shop at the Fair:  

The Shop at the Fair is a cooperative operated by members of the League of NH Craftsmen. The 
Shop features the work of juried League members who may not have individual booths at the Fair 
or are involved with the Fair as craft demonstrators, workshop instructors, or exhibitors.  

 
Special One-on-One Workshop with a Master Craftsperson 

Glass Blowing with Harry Besett (Hardwick, VT), every day at 10:30 am and 4 pm  
 
Saturday, August 2:  

Tree Stars – Alice Ogden (West Franklin, NH), 10:30 am, 11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm,  
  children’s workshop 
Rug Braiding – Barbara Fisher (Mt. Sunapee, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm):  Jolly Rogues, 18th and 19th Century music 

 
Sunday, August 3: 

Wood Carving Inset Letters – Grant Taylor (South Acworth, NH), 10:30 am, 11:45 am, 2 pm,  
  3:15 pm, teen/adult workshop 
Woodcarving – Sumner Misenheimer (Byfield, MA), all day 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm): Amoskeag Strummers, patriotic/classical music, 

Broadway tunes, and Dixieland jazz. 
 
Monday, August 4: 

Pinched Pottery, Explor ing the Textures of Mount Sunapee – Ethan Hamby (Rindge, NH),  
  10:30 am, 11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm, all-ages workshop 
Quilting –Cathy Harvey (Spofford, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm):  Late Night Radio, bluegrass and western swing  

 
Tuesday, August 5: 

Pinched Pottery, Explor ing the Textures of Mount Sunapee – Ethan Hamby (Rindge, NH),  
  10:30 am, 11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm, all-ages workshop 

(more) 
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Tuesday, August 5 (continued): 

Smocking – Beth Lux (Bow, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm):  Swing a Cat, 20s and 30s swing 

 
Wednesday, August 6: 

Tapestry Weaving/Painting with Wool – Marcy Schepker (Harrisville, NH), 10:30 am,  
  11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm, all-ages workshop 
Pottery – Ethan Hamby (Rindge, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm): Putnam-Pirozzoli, classical guitar and steel string  
  acoustic music 

 
Thursday, August 7: 

Tapestry Weaving/Painting with Wool – Marcy Schepker (Harrisville, NH), 10:30 am, 11:45 am, 
  2 pm, 3:15 pm, teen/adult workshop 
Fine Sewing – Beth Lux (Bow, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm): Bradford Bog People, Appalachian music 
Bir thday Bash: Dinner and entertainment by folk and blues singer Tom Rush.  
During the Birthday Bash, the League of NH Craftsmen will present awards to juried members of 
the League for craft excellence and education, as well as recognize individuals who have made 
significant contributions to the Fair and the League. The evening will be topped off with a 
fireworks display by Atlas PyroVision Productions. Tickets are $40 per person for the dinner, Tom 
Rush concert, and fireworks; $25 per person for the Tom Rush concert and fireworks only. Tickets 
can be purchased on the League’s website, www.nhcrafts.org. 
 

Friday, August 8: 
Tree Stars – Alice Ogden (West Franklin, NH), 10:30 am, 11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm,  
  children’s workshop 
Weaving – Marcy Schepker (Harrisville, NH), all day demonstration 
Beading and Embroidery – Marie Wiggins (Sunapee, NH), all day demonstration 
 Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm): Castlebay, nautical themes through expressive 

vocals and Celtic instruments 
Seminar : The Ar t of Collecting Fine Craft, noon to 1 pm 
Moderated by Mary McLaughlin, arts advocate, collector and vice president of TD Banknorth, the 
panel will discuss what to look for in a collection, how to get started and the value both financially 
and personally that collecting brings to your life. The panelists include Brooke Adler , Ben Shore, 
and Joanne Wise.  

 
Saturday, August 9: 

Introduction to Handmade Paper  – Angie Follensbee-Hall (Cornish Flat, NH), 
  10:30 am, 11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm, all-ages workshop 
Rug Braiding Sandy Luckury (Bradford, NH), all day demonstration  
Woodcarving – William Schnute (Wilton, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm): Mamadou, African music 

 
Sunday, August 10: 

Fantastic Fishes and Denizens of the Deep – Liz Fletcher (Mason, NH), 10:30 am,  
  11:45 am, 2 pm, 3:15 pm, all-ages workshop 
Knitting – Ann Olson (Merrimack, NH), all day demonstration 
Crocheting – Janett Gilman (Hillsborough, NH), all day demonstration 
Performance of the Day (11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm): The Buskers, acoustic folk/pop, New Orleans- 
  influenced R&B, and jazz standards 

 (more) 
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Fuel Up at the Fair  

With the national average cost per gallon of gasoline now over $4.00, the League of NH Craftsmen has 

come up with a promotion to help provide some relief for those who attend this year’s Annual 

Craftsmen’s Fair. The first 250 people who attend the Fair during a weekday (Monday, Aug 4 through 

Friday, Aug 8) that bring a gas receipt to the Sunapee Chamber of Commerce booth at the Fair will be 

automatically entered to win a $50 gas card and other prizes, including gift certificates from Sunapee 

Region restaurants and other businesses. There is one entry per family, and contact information must be 

provided. The drawing for the gas card and other prizes will occur at noon each day. 

 

Fair  Information and Ear ly Online Ticket Sales  

The lead media sponsor for the 75th Annual League of NH Craftsmen’s Fair is Comcast. The Fair will be 

open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm daily, rain or shine, from August 2-10. Admission is $10 for adults; $8 

for seniors, students, active duty military (with ID), and groups of 20 or more. Admission is free for 

children 12 and under. A ticket includes admission to all exhibitions and demonstrations, as well as a 

second day free return to the Fair. This year, visitors can purchase tickets in advance on the League’s 

website, www.nhcrafts.org. This is a great way to avoid the long ticket lines at the Fair gates. Tickets that 

are purchased on the League website after July 26 will be available for pickup at any ticket gate. 

Advanced discount tickets for $8.00 are available at the New London Chamber of Commerce at 338 Main 

Street. 

 

Parking is free and childcare is available on site at $2 per hour. Picnic areas, as well as a food tent, indoor 

cafeterias, and an outdoor Garden Café (serving adult beverages) are open daily. No pets are permitted on 

the fairgrounds or left in cars in the parking lots. 

 

About the League of NH Craftsmen 

The League of NH Craftsmen is a non-profit, craft education organization. Its mission is to encourage, 

nurture and promote the creation, use and preservation of fine contemporary and traditional 

craft through the inspiration and education of artists and the broader community. The 

League is supported in part by a grant from the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts 

and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information about the Fair, or the 

League of NH Craftsmen, call 603-224-3375, email nhleague@nhcrafts.org, or visit the League’s website 

at www.nhcrafts.org. 
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